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mav, at some stage, deflect the Soviet Union from its preoccupa-
tion with the Middle East. But for ths time being, she is seeking
to keep open as many alternatives as possible. As long as events
do not compel the Soviet leaders to make radical policy choices,
they will probably continue to pursue a flexible strategy that
would enable them to cope with the "complexities" and "con-
tradictions" of the Middle East.
prospects of peace
Insofar as the prospects of peace in the Middle East in the dis-
cernible future are concerned it, to a large degree, depends on
the extent to which the superpowers can bring about a reduction
in the level of violence in the area—so that another probable
war can be averted; and define and support, more decisively than
they have done uptil now, a comprehensive political settlement.
A general peace settlement in the Middle East would probably
depend on how far the United States and the Soviet Union are
prepared to risk their future influence and interests in that area
by urging and, if necessary, by applying pressures on both sides
to make the concessions which would be needed. The basic issue
April 1968, was dominated by two themes: protest against the anti-
Israeli campaign, and protest against censorship. Problems of Communism,
vol. 17, November-December, 1968, pp. 34-5.
146 Informed observers of the Soviet scene appear to believe that there
have been severe differences of opinion inside the Kremlin over the Soviet
Middle Eastern policy. Red Army commanders backed by the more dog-
matic elements in the Soviet Communist Party led by Alexander Shelepin,
have demanded a much tougher line against Israel and the West than the
political leadership under Brezhnev, Podgorny and Kosygin, have been
willing to take. The political leadership, on the other hand, consider the
strategy of a "tough policy** to be secondary to the prime Soviet aim of
maintaining their policy of peaceful co-existence with the West and pre-
venting a Soviet-American confrontation.
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